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I have already said that a grand alliance, with tin*
Emperor at its head, had been funned against l;ranccf
and that our troops were opposing tin* allies in various
parts of Europe. The Elector of Havana had juinnl
his forces to ours, and had already done us sow** MT-
vice. On the I2th of August he led his men intu the
plain of Hochstedt, where, during the previous year,
he had gained a victory over the Imperialists. In this
plain he was joined by our troops, who took up posi-
tions right and left of him, under the command of Tal-
lard and Marsin, The Elector himself had comwaml
of all. Soon after their arrival at Hochstedt, they rr*
ceived intelligence that Prince Eugene, with the Im-
perialist forces, and the Duke of Maryborough with the
English were coming to meet them. Our generals
had, however, all the day before them to choose* their
ground, and to make their dispositions. It would ttaye
been difficult to succeed worse, both with the one and
the other. A brook, by no means of a miry kind, ran
parallel to our army; and in front of it a spring, which
formed a long and large quagmire, nearly separatee! the
two .lines of Marshal TallarcL It was a strange situa-
tion for a general to take up, who is master of a vast
plain; and it became, as will be seen, a very sad ont*,
At his extreme right was the large village of JJlcnhviw,
in which, by a blindness without example, he had place*!
twenty-six battalions of infantry, six regiments of dra-
goons, and a brigade of cavalry. It was an entire army
merely for the purpose of holding this village, and sup*
porting his right, and of course he had all these troops
the less to aid him in the battle which took place. The
first battle of Hochstedt afforded a lesson which ought